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Record-Breaking Commencement Includes 21-Year Journey 
 
CEDARVILLE, OHIO – A record-breaking 796 students received degrees during Cedarville University’s 121st 
commencement on May 6. The largest graduating class in Cedarville’s history, comprised of 703 
undergraduate students and 93 graduate students, represented every academic department and had students 
from 42 states and 15 countries. 
 
This year, the university awarded graduate degrees to 93 students from five programs. The School of 
Pharmacy graduated 45 students from its Doctor of Pharmacy program, while six students earned a Master of 
Ministry degree, 14 received an MBA, and 12 earned a Master of Education degree, and 16 the Master of 
Science in Nursing. 
 
While graduation is the beginning of many students’ career aspirations, it also represented the close to two 
inspiring journeys. The first journey started 21 years ago in Massachusetts, and the other started after an 
earthquake in Japan. 
 
The most emotional part in the historic ceremony was when Tara Winter received her degree from university 
president Dr. Thomas White. After a brief exchange of words and a hug, the 6,000 people in attendance 
applauded Winter for her perseverance.  
 
Winter received a degree in sociology after taking classes since 1996—21 years.  After a series of life-changing 
events, Winter attended school one class at a time while caring for her family. When her family moved to 
Springfield, Ohio, she started a job as Cedarville University’s licensure, testing and accreditation coordinator in 
the school of education. Now 21 years, three children, and two different majors later, Winter finally saw the fruit 
of her labor when she received her degree from Cedarville president Thomas White. 
 
Jeremiah Pennington’s journey began after a 2011 earthquake and tsunami devastated Japan, where he 
served as a responder in the U.S. Navy. Convicted to follow Christ and make an impact on children, 
Pennington enrolled at Cedarville University as a special education major. Through a full load of coursework, a 
full-time job and a full house of four sons, Pennington completed his degree and accepted a position as an 
intervention specialist at Fairmont High School in Kettering, Ohio, next year. 
 
Two students received the highest awards given to members of the graduating class when they were 
presented the President’s Award. Matthew Cumberland of Renfrew, Pennsylvania, and Chandra Swiech of 
Jenison, Michigan received the honor near the conclusion of the ceremony.  
 
The award is presented to two individuals who excelled in academics, leadership, service, and Christian 
character. 
  
Cumberland majored in biblical studies with a minor in Greek. He served in the discipleship ministry and took a 
global outreach missions trip to Costa Rica. He plans to attend Dallas Theological Seminary. Swiech majored 
in biology with minors in Bible, Spanish, and chemistry.   She plans on pursuing medical school or Physician 
Assistant studies in 2018. 
 
The following students received the Faculty Scholarship trophy for achieving a 4.0 grade point average 
during their years at Cedarville: 
•          Laura Katherine Allen, early childhood education 
•         Sarah Emma Berman, pharmaceutical science 
•         Lindsey Anne Chiu, early childhood education 
•         Matthew Tyler Cumberland, biblical studies 
•         Taylor Elizabeth Hobbs, psychology 
•         Mary Katherine Kearney, electrical engineering 
•         Kaitlyn Marie Morse, early childhood education. 
Located in southwest Ohio, Cedarville University is an accredited, Christ-centered, Baptist institution with an 
enrollment of 3,760 undergraduate, graduate, and online students in more than 100 areas of study. Founded in 
1887, Cedarville is recognized nationally for its authentic Christian community, rigorous academic programs, 
strong graduation and retention rates, accredited professional and health science offerings, and leading student 
satisfaction ratings. For more information about the University, visit www.cedarville.edu. 
 
